
Day 1 ~ Wales, WI – Minneapolis, MN 

Our trip is off to a good start! We left home at about 4:30, right after school, and 

got to Aunt Diane and Grandma Bev’s house at about 9:30. Nothing else very 

exciting happened today. Just driving! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2 ~ Minneapolis, MN – Billings, MT 

Today was a long, but fun day. With only a few stops, we traveled from 

Minneapolis, MN to Billings, MT. we started out our day by leaving from 

Minneapolis at about 6:00 AM. At about 12:00 (remember the time change!) we 

got to Theodore Roosevelt National Park near the western side of North Dakota. 

We spent most of the afternoon there, enjoying beautiful views of the Painted 

Canyon, and eating lunch, etc. Then, we went to mass in the Medora community 

center. After that, we were back on the road. At about 8:30 PM, we got into 

Pompey’s Pillar Monument, just east of Billings, MT. even though it was closed, 

my dad and I took a walk up the rock to see William Clark’s (Lewis and Clark) 

signature. The view was spectacular! It even seemed as though it was in broad 

daylight! At about 9:45, we got into our hotel in Billings, MT, the C’mon Inn. What 

another late night!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 3 ~ Billings, MT – Old Faithful, WY 

So far, I think that this day was my favorite! Soon after leaving the C’mon Inn, we 

started witnessing beautiful scenery of the Rocky Mountains. After we entered 

Yellowstone, we stopped at many different pullouts on our way to our first hotel 

in Yellowstone, the Old Faithful Lodge. Some of the places we stopped at include 

the Hoodoos, Golden Gate of Yellowstone, Sheep eater Cliff, Roaring Mountain, 

and more! We also saw a lot of wildlife on the way in! When we saw a traffic jam 

ahead, we knew that it must be something good! Dad rolled down his window, 

asked someone what it was, and they said a black bear in the field! We looked 

around a bit and saw it! Our first bear!!! When all the excitement died down, we 

drove through the nearby picnic loop to see where the bear went! That’s when 

we saw a different bear, a grizzly, about 20 feet from our car!!! We got into the 

old faithful area at about 7:00 to find out that we were in a cabin!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 4 ~ Old Faithful, WY 

Our first few stops after eating breakfast were old faithful lodge gift shop and the 

Old faithful Visitor Education Center. On the way to the visitor’s center, we saw 

some buffalo lying right by the boardwalk and even took a few pictures of them! 

Next, we took the Fire hole lake Drive, and saw lots of small geysers and springs 

including Great Fountain Geyser. We even saw one erupting, steady geyser. After 

this, we walked through the Fountain Paint Pot mud pots area, and saw a few 

geysers erupting there, too, Jet geyser and Spasm geyser. Next, we took our long 

walk of the day. We took a five mile round trip walk to Fairy Falls. Although the 

walk was long and boring on the way to it, it was well worth the walk! When we 

got back, we checked out all of the Old Faithful gift shops. After dinner, we took a 

stroll around the Old Faithful Geyser observation loop and saw it erupting. Then 

we walked to the nearby Solitary Geyser, and saw it shoot a HUGE stream of 

water up into the air! The sign said it was only four feet high, but what we saw 

was more like 20 feet!!! We also had a hard time finding the trail out! We came 

out way away from where it is supposed to come out! When we finally got out, 

we were by geyser hill. We saw Beech Spring boil a bit, but we saw Sponge 

Geyser, Pump Geyser, and the Lion Group erupt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 5 ~ Old Faithful 

We left the cabin early this morning to start our day long trek across Upper and 

Biscuit geyser basins. One of my favorites during the first part of this walk was 

Grotto geyser. It was constantly erupting! Not long after seeing that, we waited 

for almost 2 hours until we finally saw the picturesque Riverside geyser. It was 

well worth the wait, and it was still shooting out water after we left, about 20 

minutes later! Soon after that we saw the popular, colorful, Morning Glory Pool. I 

learned that when garbage is thrown into it, the colors fade. We then took a walk 

through Biscuit geyser basin and saw two more of my favorites. Shell and Jewel 

geysers. We then started to walk back to Old Faithful, but were stopped by a 

heard of Buffalo! So, we had to take a 1 ½ mile detour! But by doing this, we got 

to see Black Sand geyser basin, a small, but beautiful geyser basin. After eating 

dinner in the cabin, we split up into two groups. Mom, Mary, and Anna went to 

the cabin, but dad and I went to see where we were supposed to come out for 

the trail to Solitary geyser. We couldn’t believe that we had missed it! When we 

got back, my dad told me that we had walked 11 miles today! 


