
What is the most visited 

US national park in the 

park system? Come on, 

take a guess! I bet that 

Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park doesn’t 

come to mind! Well, with 

approximately 8-10 mil-

lion people visiting it each 

year, that sure makes it 

the number one most 

visited park in the US! 

Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park opens the 

door to a multitude of 

different opportunities for 

the outdoors adventurer. 

Whether you are just an 

amateur, seeking adven-

ture in someplace new, or 

a by passer, looking for 

fun, this place is for you! 

Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park is home to 

more than 5 acres of land 

housing more than 17,000 

different species of ani-

mals. I hope you enjoy 

your journey through this 

newsletter, and through 

Great Smoky  

 Here they are: 

• What to do there 

• Trivia 

• History Of The Park 

• Adventure Dad™ 

comics 

Each new section will in-

clude a brief description of 

what it is about. THIS 

TIME ONLY!!!  

Also, We will be removing 

the puzzles section to 

make room for the new 

comics. But, there will be 

new puzzles on my site 

each edition. 

Thank You for reading this 

newsletter and supporting 

the NPN association! 

John, Editor. 
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Did you know that at 

least 30 species of  Sala-

manders live in Great 

Smoky Mountains Na-

tional Park?  
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Inside this issue: 

Mountains National Park. 

Have fun reading! - John, 

Editor. 

 

 

What’s New This Year? 

Last edition, I said that we would 

introduce the last three out of 

the 6 new sections, this edition. 

But, there has been a bit of a 

change. One more column will be 

introduced this time at a grand 

total of four new sections.  



Did you know that 

Between 8-10 

million people visit 

Great Smoky 

Mountains NP 

each year, making 

it the most visited 

national park? 
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National Park 
Newsletter What To Do At Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park 

Here are just a few of the many hot  spots  in Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park. I have tried to explain a few com-

mon ones and a few more uncommon ones. Enjoy!!! 

 

Clingman’s Dome - is a popular attraction in the park.  

At 6,643 feet, it is the tallest point in the park. It is also the 

highest point in Tennessee, and the 3rd highest point east of 

the Mississippi.  Clingman’s Dome also features a half mile 

climb to the top of an observation tower atop the moun-

tain. On clear days, visibility is for 100 miles! Unfortunately, 

visibility is limited to under 20 miles most days because of 

pollution.  

 

Cades Cove - is estimated to be the most popular attrac-

tion in the park. It is a lush valley surrounded by mountains. 

It offers some of the best wildlife viewing in the park! Some 

of the animals seen here include: deer, black bear, coyote, 

ground hog, raccoon, and turkey. An 11 mile paved road 

loop circles the cove, offering motorists and disabled indi-

viduals to see the area. There are also numerous trails 

within the cove. 

 

Balsam Mountain - is one of the more uncommon areas 

in the park. It is an excellent high elevation escape with 

spectacular views. The first 18 miles of the Balsam Mountain 

Road are unpaved, but are suitable for passenger vehicles 

and motorists. The road stretches for about an hour. There 

is also much wildlife in this area. 

 

Cosby - is a less common area of the park, but a favorite to 

locals and old-timers. Even though the main draw to this 

area is hiking, facilities are a campground, and a picnic area. 

Some of the hikes there include Wallow Falls hike and Sut-

ton Ridge Overlook, both  short walks from the picnic area. 

A bird’s-eye view of Clingman’s 

A spectacular view of Cades Cove. 

Beautiful autumn colors on Bal-

sam Mountain Road. 

Crosby Creek near Crosby. 



Did you know that  

the Cherokee 

Indians were the 

first people living in 

the Great Smoky 

Mountains? 
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National Park 
Newsletter History Of Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park 

The history of Great Smoky Mountains National Park is very long and complicated. If I had 

tried to explain all of it here, it could easily go on for the whole length of this newsletter. So 

for brevity’s sake, I have shortened this the best I could, to a few paragraphs. 

For more than two thousand years, the Smokies and the area 

surrounding the Smokies belonged to the Cherokee Native 

Americans (Indians). When, in the 1700s, European settlers be-

gan to arrive in America, they all wanted more and more land. It 

was time to relocate the Cherokee people. They were marched 

thousands of miles west, to the Indian Territory, now the state 

of Oklahoma. Some of the Indians hid and stayed in the rocky 

mountains. Today, their descendants live in the Cherokee reser-

vation next to the park. 

Many towns and natural features in the park still have Cherokee 

names! In fact, the name “Smoky Mountains” comes from the 

Cherokee word, Shangonigei, meaning “blue smoke place”. This 

is a perfect name because the Smokies are almost always blanketed with a blue, smoky haze. 

Soon after the settlers arrived in the Smokies, they began cutting down trees to harvest 

crops and have room for cattle. In the 1900s,  timber 

became a valuable product. Many companies moved to 

the Smokies, and by the 1930s, 70 percent of the 

Smokies had no trees. A rich man named John D. Rock-

feller gave $5 million to the park to buy land. North 

Carolina and Tennessee each contributed $2 million. 

Even schoolchildren helped by collecting coins! In 1934, 

Great Smoky Mountains was dedicated as a National 

Park. After that, any logging or hunting was banned 

from the park. Today, most of the areas once stripped 

by trees are now covered with trees. 

John D. Rockfeller 

1934 stamp of Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park. 



Did you know that 

Clingman’s Dome 

is the highest point 

in the park? 
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National Park 
Newsletter Letters To The Editor  -  

Comments And Stories 

Sorry, but there is 

no letters this 

month. Please don’t 

hesitate to send in 

letters! 



Did you know that 

the Great Smokies 

are almost always 

covered in a thick, 

blue haze?  
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Volume 2,Issue 5 

Great Smoky Mountains Na-

tional Park Photo Gallery 

I will soon have 

all these pictures 

available at our 

website, under  

Pictures– Smoky 

Mountains. 
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National Park 
Newsletter 

Comics- Baldie™ 

Meet Baldie And His Gang!!! 

This Month’s Comics 

Baldie Comics™  are provided 

and made by Anna. 
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Volume 

Comics-Adventure Dad™ 
Adventure Dad 

Comics™  are pro-

vided and made by 

John, the editor. 
Meet Adventure Dad And His Gang!!! 

This Month’s Comics 



Monster Of The Month  

By Mary B 
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The Mountain Monster is only one monster. It is a girl monster 

and loves to sit at the bottom of mountains and enjoy the weather. She 

doesn’t like to scare people like most monsters.  

 The Mountain Monster has a purple dress that she never changes. 

No one knows where she came from or how she was born into the 

world. She has two wings instead of arms that she can use to fly to dif-

ferent mountains. She has red hair that makes her look like a woman.  

She has three eyes that help her she better than normal people. She 

also has two feet that both have two eyes.  She sleeps at day time and is 

active at night time. 

 

 This drawing was drawn by Mary. It shows the Mountain Monster standing in 

front of the Smoky Mountains. It also shows the sun raising in the back ground, the 

Mountain Monster must be getting ready for bed! 



Did you know that 

the Great Smokies 

are in the southern 

part of the Appala-

chian Mountains? 

Great Smoky Mountain National 

Park Mapping 

Stamps @ National Parks 

 

Every area in the national 

park service has national 

park stamps. You can 

purchase little “passport” 

books to get the stamps 

in at  just about every 

area or any online book-

store! 
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Trivia 

When was the Great Smoky Mountains 

officially made a park? 

This Trivia Section Will have 

a question to be answered 

for fun about the national 

park! You will be able to find 

the answer in the newsletter. 

When you think you got the 

answer, go back into the 

newsletter and check!!! 



Announcements 

• For further information, visit our website, http://www.nationalparksnewsletter.webs.com/  

or visit  The National Park Service’s website. 

• Attention: Our new website has been decided!! We have decided to use Webs. Here is 

the link. Click to view it. 

• Any comments, *stories, comments, letters to the editor, questions or feedback can be 

sent to my e-mail or placed in the NQC (News, Comments, Questions) section of my 

website.  

• Next edition, please feel free to send in letters about the Great Smoky Mountains!!! 

*Your stories just might be published in the next edition of the newspaper! 

All Announcements can be viewed on our website. 

Good Websites  
• Our website 

• National Park Service Website 

• NPS– Great Smoky Mountains  

• If You are planning on taking a visit to the Smokies, check out 

this trip planner: http://www.nps.gov/grsm/planyourvisit/

upload/2012-trip-planner-all.pdf 

All on our website + more! 

Good Books 

• Great Smoky Mountains: A Visitor's Companion 

• Great Smoky Mountains Simply Beautiful 

• Best Day Hikes Great Smoky Mountains National Park 

All on our website + more! 
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