
Hello and welcome to 

Yellowstone National 

Park, the world’s first na-

tional park! This is one of 

the best national parks 

that I have ever been to. 

This park is filed with each 

of the 3 elements, heat, 

water, and air. The beauti-

ful scenery combined with 

the geysers, hot springs, 

and wildlife, creates a 

world unimaginable, spec-

tacular, and different! 

When the first white men 

set foot on this special 

land, they knew they were 

seeing something different. 

But no one believed them. 

Why? Because there is no 

other place like this on 

earth. Welcome to 

Yellowstone. Enjoy 

this newsletter! 
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Inside this issue: 

What’s Different? 

This issue is a different issue. 

It is different because my 

family has recently been to 

YNP, so this newsletter is 

filed with pictures and sto-

ries from our trip! Plus, 

most of the places featured 

in this edition are areas we 

were actually at! Also, one 

new feature is that 

throughout the Newslet-

ter, I will have reference 

numbers before a sec-

tion in the newsletter. 

For example, if you saw 

an eight next to Bison, 

you would go to page 11, 

and there you would find 

links to websites about  

the certain topic. Enjoy 

this new feature! I hope 

you will enjoy this issue and I 

hope that it inspires you to 

visit YNP!   



Did you know that 

Yellowstone is the 

world’s first ever 

National Park? 
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National Park 
Newsletter A Few Of The Best Hikes in 

Yellowstone National Park 

Here are just a few of the many hot hikes to do in Yellowstone 

National Park. I have tried to explain a few hikes we did, as well as 

a few that we didn’t do. Enjoy! 

 

1Fairy Falls - is a not as popular hike that my family took when 

we were there. It is an easy, flat, two mile hike in a wood recently 

burnt down by forest fires. If you keep walking past the 

falls, you will get to a less known geyser in the park, Impe-

rial Geyser, which has frequent minor eruptions. 

 

2Mount Washburn - is one of the highest mountains in the 

park, but sadly, we weren’t  able to climb it! Even though it is 

a hard hike, it is an awesome area to have the chance to see 

Bighorn Sheep. Depending on which trailhead you hike in on, 

the hike is between 4.5 and 10 miles. 

 

3Bunsen Peak - is an excellent but tough climb! While we 

were there, we got to climb it! On the way up, you will go 

through two different settings, a woodsy setting most of the 

way, and a grassland setting, home to small rodents. Bunsen 

Peak is also a great place to see snow in the early summer 

months! 

 

4Storm Point - is a common walk near Fishing Bridge. Even 

though the walk was beautiful, now I know  why Storm Point got 

its name! It was unbelievably windy! Most of the whole walk, I had 

my eyes squinting! It took a walk through a lodge pole pine forest, 

then along the Yellowstone Lake, then back through the woods. 

Fairy Creek cascading down Fairy Falls. 

View from the summit of Mount 

Washburn. 

A scenic view from the bottom of 

Bunsen Peak. 

View of the Yellowstone Lake 

from Storm Point. 



Did you know that 

Old Faithful Geyser, 

one of the most 

popular geysers in 

the world, is part of 

the Upper Geyser 

Basin?  
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National Park 
Newsletter Famous Places In Yellowstone 

National Park 

Here are just a few of the famous places in Yellowstone National 

Park. Most of the places listed here, we were at. Enjoy! 

 

Upper Geyser Basin - is within walking distance of Old Faithful Vil-

lage. It consists of all the geysers and hot springs in the Old Faithful 

area, including Castle Geyser, Daisy Geyser, The Lion Group, and 

lots, lots, more. The area is made wheelchair accessible, by a series of 

boardwalks, weaving through the basin. 

 

Firehole Lake Drive - is a scenic drive, as well as a drive near a 

small amount of geysers and hot springs. As you drive along, you can 

stop at these different geysers and hot springs, including Great Foun-

tain Geyser, a fountain-like geyser, and the most famous one of its 

kind. It is about a mile loop, but you drive in your car, only getting out 

where you want to look at geysers or hot springs. 

 

Norris Geyser Basin - is HUGE geyser basin about halfway between 

Mammoth and Old Faithful. It consists of hundreds of geysers and hot 

springs and pools. It is also the hottest area in the park. One of the 

most amazing and popular geysers here is Steamboat Geyser, the larg-

est geyser in the world. 

 

Canyon Village - is probably one of the most common areas in the 

park. Besides looking at the beautiful “Grand Canyon Of The Yellow-

stone River”, the area also provides many hiking trails, providing beau-

tiful scenery and wildlife viewing. One of the most popular areas to 

view the canyon is Artist Point, where artist Thomas Moran painted 

the canyon in 1904. it is also a favorite place for photographers and 

artists. 

 

West Thumb Geyser Basin - is a geyser basin near the east en-

trance of YNP. Obviously, it is near the town of West Thumb. One of 

the most common thermal features there is Fishing Cone Geyser, 

where fishermen used to fish in Yellowstone Lake, near the basin, and 

then lower it into the geyser, still on the hook. When they brought it 

up, it was cooked! 

Upper Geyser Basin 

Great Fountain Geyser 

Norris Geyser Basin 

The Canyon at Artist Point 

Fishing Cone Geyser 



Did you know that 

there are 5 

entrances to YNP, 

the north entrance, 

northeast entrance, 

east entrance, 

south entrance, 

and west entrance? 
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National Park 
Newsletter Letters To The Editor  -  

Comments And Stories 
Dear Mr. Editor: 

We went to the Smokey Mountains in April one year and it was a 
wonderful trip.  We went on so many hikes that by the end we 
could hardly walk.  The best hike was to Rainbow Falls where you 
can actually walk behind the falls.  It was raining that day and in 
the 40's, but we saw many beautiful spring wildflowers.  I bet it's a 
great walk when it is warmer and a person can cool off behind the 
falls. 

Cindy 

Here is the story: 

It was the summer of 1975. Now you might think that was a very long 

time ago, and it was. But it was a memory to last a lifetime. Mr and Mrs 

Willms (that's me) were camping in the Smokey Mountain National Park. 

We were very rustic campers at the time, having only a small pop-up tent 

for shelter. We had just finished dinner and were getting the tent organ-

ized for the night. All of a sudden, we heard a ruckus in the campground. 

People began banging pans everywhere. We heard someone calling out, 

"Bar, Bar, Bar!" That is southern talk for "bear!" There were two black 

bears, walking through the campsites. I ran into the tent, which of course 

would have provided little protection from wildlife. The bears wandered 

past and stopped at one campsite where people were making dinner. The 

walked right into  their campsite and bears began eating the food. Even-

tually the noise scared the bears off and they wandered into the woods. I 

emerged from the tent safe and sound. Mr. Willms was laughing at me. 

He had stayed outside and watched the whole thing! 

Mrs. W 



Did you know that  

Page 5 

Volume 3,Issue 5 

Yellowstone National Park 

Photo 

I will soon have all 

these pictures 

available at our 

website, under  

Pictures– Yellow-

stone 



Did you know that 

Bison are the 

largest Mammal in 

the park and in 

North America?  
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National Park 
Newsletter Animals Of Yellowstone Na-

tional Park 
Here are a few short explanations on some animals that can be found in 

Yellowstone National Park. I have included a few common animals, as well 

as some not so common animals. Enjoy! 

5Bison - are the largest land mammals that live in North America. Their 

habitat is in prairies, open forests, and farmlands. In Yellowstone National 

Park, they are one of the most common mammals, as there are approxi-

mately 2300 to 4500 bison in YNP. 

6Elk - Actually, with 3000 of them, Elk are probably the most common 

animal in YNP. Studies show, that more than 50% of all the grassy areas 

that you pass in Yellowstone will have Elk roaming in it. They also usually 

live in grassy areas, but can sometimes be seen in forests, as well. 

7Bear - Probably one of the most feared animals in the park, the Bear has 

definitely made its mark in Yellowstone History!  In the early 1900s, peo-

ple were aloud to feed Bears!!! Today, most of them will not want to get 

NEARLY that close to humans, and are very rarely seen out of the back-

country areas.  

8Pronghorn - are smaller mammals that can be seen in grassy areas of 

the park, mainly between mammoth and Canyon, as well as in Hayden 

Valley. They are one of the more rare animals in the park, only about 300 

Pronghorn are known to be in the park. 

7Bighorn Sheep - are large mammals that are rarely seen in the park. If 

you want to see one, your best bet is to look in the rocky cliffs between 

the North Entrance and Mammoth. If you look high up, there is a slight 

chance of seeing one. There are only about 250 to 275 of them in the 

park, so the chances of seeing them are slim. 

8Mule Deer - are small mammals, very much like White Tailed Deer, only 

smaller, and without a white tail. A lot of times you can see them right 

along the road near Hayden Valley or Canyon Village. There is a plentiful 

amount of these in Yellowstone-2300 to 2500-so you should be able to 

see a few. 

9Wolves - have just been introduced back into YNP about 20 years ago, 

and are still relatively new to the area. Today, about 400 to 450 Wolves 

reside in YNP. They are slightly larger than Coyotes and are seen way less. 

10Coyotes - are seen a lot more than Wolves, but they still are consid-

ered “uncommon”. If you see an animal there that looks like either a Wolf 

or a Coyote, it is probably a Coyote. Although scientists don’t know the 

number of them in the park, they know that there are numerous amounts 

of them. Read about their role in the reintroduction of Wolves on page 11 

under Wolves - History Of Wolves. 

Bison 

Elk 

Grizzly Bear 

Bighorn Sheep 

Wolf 

Coyote 



Did you know that 

Steamboat Geyser 

in Norris Geyser 

Basin is it largest 

active geyser in 

the world and the 

United States?   
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National Park 
Newsletter Thermal Features Of Yellow-

stone National Park 
Here are just a few of the many thermal features found in Yellowstone Na-

tional Park. All of the areas included, are ones we have been to. Enjoy! 

11Old Faithful Geyser- is a VERY popular geyser in the Upper Geyser 

Basin of YNP. It was named Old Faithful because it is the most predictable 

geyser in the park. Each time it erupts (apx. Every 91 minutes) it shoots out 

up to 8000 gallons of water, reaching up to heights of 185 feet high. 

12Morning Glory Pool- is another popular destination in YNP. This 140 

degree pool has become faded over the years due to pollution, which has 

thus given it the nickname, faded glory. Each year, park rangers risk their 

own lives removing trash from the pool. 

13Solitary Geyser- is an beautiful geyser, especially in the late evening on 

a sunny night. Although we saw it shoot up at least 10 feet of water, it regu-

larly erupts up to 4 feet. It used to be a hot spring until early park pioneers 

installed pipes into it for taking hot baths. The pipes have long since been 

removed, but Solitary Geyser will never be a spring again. 

14Grand Prismatic Spring - is the largest hot spring in the United States, 

and the third largest in the world.  The Spring is about 250-300 feet in size, 

and 160 feet deep.  This is another one of Yellowstone’s popular “secrets”. 

The spring lets out about 560 gallons of 160 degree water each minute.  

15Chocolate Pots - are unusual formations along the gibbon river. You 

would not want to touch them, as they are 160 degrees warm! They are 

special for their rich, chocolate-brown color. They are easy to find, but they 

are often overlooked because there is no trail to them. 

16Fouintain Paint Pots - is a huge area consisting of mud pots, another 

one of Yellowstone’s wonders. The Fountain Paint Pots are located near 

the Lower Geyser Basin of YNP. They are named for how they shoot out 

of the ground like a fountain. 

17Steamboat Geyser– is a geyser that is fairly famous, although most of 

you have probably never heard of it! It is the largest geyser in the world, 

and also one of the most unpredictable. It has not had a major eruption 

since May 23rd, 2005, but will frequently have minor, unpredictable erup-

tions. You can find this geyser in the Norris Geyser Basin. 

18Mammoth Hot Spring Terraces - are a large, complex grouping of 

hot springs on a hill overlooking Mammoth.  The hot water that feeds these 

springs comes from Norris Geyser Basin via an underground fault line. The 

Terraces used to be brilliant, radiant, colors but now, lots of the colors are 

fading, and scientists are still trying to figure out why that is. 

Solitary Geyser 

Grand Prismatic Spring 

Chocolate Pots 

Fountain Paint Pots 

Steamboat Geyser 

Mammoth Hot Spring Terraces 
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National Park 
Newsletter 

Comics- Baldie™ 

This Month’s Comics 

Baldie Comics™  are provided 

and made by Anna. 
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Volume 

Comics-Adventure Dad™ 
Adventure Dad Comics™  

are provided and made by 

John, the editor. 
This Month’s Comics 



Monster Of The Month  

By Mary B 
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This monster is called the solitary monster be-

cause it lives far away from other living things. It 

looks like a human except for the way its face is 

shaped, its hair is funky, and its skin is blue. It is 

known to be nice. There is only one solitary monster 

and it has been alive for hundreds of years. 



Yellowstone National Park Reference Links 
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1Fairy Falls - Hikes near Old Faithful - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/upload/238DHOF2011.pdf 

2Mount Washburn - Hikes Near Canyon - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/upload/239.pdf 

Canyon Area Natural Highlights - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/ncanyon.htm 

3Bunsen Peak - Hikes Near Mammoth - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/mammothhike.htm 

4Storm Point - Hikes Near Lake Village - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/lakehike.htm 

5Bison - FAQs - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/bisonqa.htm 

Bison In YNP - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/bison.htm 

6Elk - Yellowstone Elk - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/elk.htm 

Animals Of YNP - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/upload/YellWildlife2012.pdf 

7Bears– Safety In Bear Country - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/bearenc.htm 

Yellowstone Bears - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/bears.htm 

Bear Characteristics - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/bearchar.htm 

History Of Bears In YNP - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/upload/ys16%282%29partI.pdf 

8Pronghorn– Pronghorn In YNP - http://www.greateryellowstonescience.org/topics/biological/mammals/pronghorn 

7Bighorn Sheep - Bighorn Sheep In YNP - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/bighorn.htm 

Bighorn Sheep - http://www.greateryellowstonescience.org/topic_researchers/1 

8Mule Deer - Deer In The Park - http://www.yellowstonenationalpark.com/deer.htm 

Deer - http://www.greateryellowstonescience.org/topics/biological/mammals/deer 

9Wolf - Yellowstone Science - http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/upload/vol5-3.pdf 

The Wolves Of YNP - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/wolves.htm 

10Coyote - The Coyotes of YNP - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/coyotes.htm 

Coyote - http://www.secretyellowstone.com/historical-cultural-scientific/wildlife/coyote 

11 Old Faithful Geyser - Old Faithful Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Faithful 

Old Faithful Geyser - http://www.nps.gov/yell/naturescience/geysers.htm 

12 Morning Glory Pool - Morning Glory Pool Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morning_Glory_Pool 

13 Solitary Geyser - Solitary Geyser Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solitary_Geyser 

14 Grand Prismatic Spring - Grand Prismatic Spring - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Prismatic_Spring 

Grand Prismatic Spring - http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/fieldtrips/2007/explorations/grand_prismatic/index.html 

15 Chocolate Pots - Yellowstone Geysers - http://www.yellowstonenationalpark.com/gibbongeyserbasin.htm 

16 Fountain Paint Pots - Fountain Paint Pot tour - http://www.nps.gov/features/yell/tours/fountainpaint/index.htm 

Fountain Paint Pot Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fountain_Paint_Pot 

17 Steamboat Geyser - Steamboat Geyser Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steamboat_Geyser 

18 Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces - Mammoth Hot Springs Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammoth_Hot_Springs 

Mammoth Hot Springs Tour - http://mms.nps.gov/yell/features/mammothtour/index.htm 



Announcements 

• For further information, visit our website, http://www.nationalparksnewsletter.webs.com/  

or visit http://www.nps.gov 

• Any comments, *stories, comments, letters to the editor, questions or feedback can be 

sent to my e-mail or placed in the NQC (News, Comments, Questions) section of my 

website.  

• Next edition, please feel free to send in letters to the editor about Yellowstone!!! 

*Your stories just might be published in the next edition of the newspaper! 

All News can be viewed on our website. 

Good Websites  
• http://www.nationalparksnewsletter.webs.com/ 

• http://www.nps.gov 

• http://www.nps.gov/yell/ 

• If You are planning on taking a visit to Yellowstone, check out 

this trip planner: http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/

upload/12tripPlanner.pdf 

All on our website + more! 

Good Books 

• Yellowstone and Grand Tetons National Park 

• Hiking Yellowstone National Park 

• Yellowstone National Park Tour Guide 

• Yellowstone Treasures: A Traveler’s Companion To The National Park 

All on our website + more! 
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