
Mammoth Cave, the 

world’s longest cave, def-

erentially lives up to its 

name in a ton on different 

ways. Mammoth means 

large, and this cave is defi-

nitely large! In fact, Mam-

moth cave is the world’s 

longest cave. People have 

explored over 390 miles of 

the cave, and an unknown 

amount unexplored. There 

are an estimated 130 spe-

cies that live in the cave. 

Some for their whole life, 

and some for just part of 

the year. 

The park above ground is 

also another opportunity 

for people to visit. The 

park currently has 52, 830 

acres of land used 

by many people 

who: backcountry 

hike, camp, hike, 

bike, canoe, boat, 

horseback ride, and 

more. 
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 As well as the cave, the 

above ground is also 

amazingly spectacular! 

While most of the above-

ground is covered with 

forest, some other habi-

tats include prairie and 

ponds.  

There are 16 cave tours 

available at Mammoth 

Cave, 5 of which include 

entering the cave through 

the Natural Entrance. 

There are also options 

available for wheelchair 

accessible people. They 

have a few tours that are 

wheelchair accessible, as 

well as a few above 

ground trails that are. 

Enjoy this newsletter and 

I hope that it will inspire 

you to someday make a 

visit to Mammoth Cave National 

Park! 



Did you know that 

Mammoth Cave is 

the longest 

measured cave in 

the whole world? 
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Comments And Stories 

Dear Editor, 

I loved the last edition of your news-

letter! I someday wish to go there! 

 

Diane 

Dear Editor,  

I have been to Yellowstone and it 

was a wonderful experience! It 

seems as though you liked it also! 

 

Mary 

Dear Editor, 

We went on vacation to Yellowstone 

last June and it was fabulous! More 

beautiful than your pictures! 

 

Cindy 

Dear Editor, 

I always enjoy your newsletter and 

look forward to the next one! 

 

Bev 



Did you know that 

the Rotunda is the 

biggest room in 

Mammoth Cave?  
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In Cave Photo Gal-

I will soon have all 

these pictures 

available at our 

website, under  

Pictures– Mam-

moth Cave 



Did you know that 

Mammoth Cave was 

given National Park 

status in 1926, but 

not established as a 

National Park until 

1941?  
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Above Ground Photo Gallery 



Flowstone - forms in thin layers that 

takes on the shape of the thing underneath 

it. Flowstone is formed from actively flow-

ing water that in which carbonate material 

is deposited. It is probably one of the most 

common cave formations.  
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Mammoth Cave Park 
Columns - are formed when a 

Stalagmite and a Stalactite grow tall 

enough to unite. These remain as 

one of the tallest cave formations. 

These giants can grow up more 

than 60 meters tall! 

Drapery - is among one of the 

most beautiful formations. Draper-

ies are deposited from calcite-rich 

solutions flowing on the ceiling, 

slowly downward. It is sometimes 

called Bacon Strips. 

Straws - are hollow, translucent 

tubes hanging from the roof of 

caves. They are the product of 

calcium and carbon dioxide and 

are among the most fragile for-

mations. They can grow up to 30 

feet long! 

Stalagmites - are upward 

growing formations from the 

floor of caves. They are formed 

by calcium rings deposited by a 

drip of water. They are built up 

from millions of these layers. 

Stalactites - are downward grow-

ing formations from the roof of 

caves. They are formed the same 

way as Stalagmites. Like Stalagmites, 

they can come in a variety of differ-

ent sizes, skinny or fat.  



Did you know that 

the man who 

discovered 

Mammoth Cave 

only discovered a 

small portion of it 

called Sand Cave? 
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Cave National Park 

Here are just a few of the many famous places that found above 

ground at Mammoth Cave National Park, I have tried to explain 

a variety of different hikes, including some that are wheelchair 

accessible, and some that are not. 

Cedar Sink- There's a place where the earth opens a window 

into its inner secrets.  

Turnhole Bend- The "turnhole", once used by riverboat pi-

lots to turn around in the narrow river.  

Rotunda- Pass through the Narrows and see why the Cave 

became known as Mammoth.  

Green River Bluffs Overlook- The Green River valley opens 

before you from this bird's-perch view.  

Engine No. 4- Workhorse of the old Mammoth Cave rail-

road.  

Chief City - One room. Two acres. Only by lantern-light.  

The Big Woods- A glimpse of the uncut forest of Old Ken-

tucky.  

Cave Island-  Another world between the banks of Green 

River.  

Solan’s Crossing Pond- Let the frogs serenade you at this 

uncommon watering hole.  

Good Spring Church- A silent sanctuary that echoes memo-

ries of a past community.  

River Styx Spring- The stygian waters of Mammoth Cave 

surface once again.  

Sand Cave- The storied "lonely sandstone cave" where Floyd 

Collins met his fate.  

Cathedral Domes- Towering beauties reward the hardy ad-

venturer.  

Frozen Niagara- Mammoth's most famous formation.  

The Sinkhole on the Cedar Sink Trail 

Giant Rotunda of Mammoth Cave 

Boardwalk to River Styx Spring 

Overlooking the Green River 

Valley 



Did you know that 

Mammoth Cave 

contains more 

than 390 miles of 

passageways, and 

more to be 

discovered?  
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Cave Tours 
With so many tours to choose from, which one should you choose? Here 

is a few sentence description of each tour available at Mammoth Cave 

Mammoth Passage - A brief view of the cave’s cultural and natural 

views. Includes the Narrows and the Rotunda.  

Frozen Niagara - Perfect taste of Mammoth Cave for small children, 

elderly persons, or people who cannot handle walking long distances.  

Mammoth Cave Discovery - Visit the Rotunda, one of the largest 

rooms in the cave, while learning about the history of the cave.  

Historic - Journey through the natural entrance to places visited by 

many celebrities, writers, and scientists of the 1800s and 1900s.  

New Entrance - Compliment to Historic tour. See lots of cave forma-

tions. Lots of stairs, so it is not accessible.   

Grand Avenue– Strenuous tour through the cave including lots of walk-

ing and a stop for a picnic lunch. 

Snowball - A tour of beautifully crystallized places in Mammoth cave, 

including Cleveland Ave and Snowball Room. 

Violet City Lantern - A tour of classic Mammoth cave by lantern light. 

River Styx– Get a glimpse of the cave’s underground rivers, while travel-

ing through the cave’s deepest sections. 

Star Chamber– Discover the history of Gothic Avenue on this historic, 

lantern light tour. 

Focus On Frozen Niagara– A perfect trip for photographers, beautiful 

drapery. 

Great Onyx– Another lantern light tour, visiting beautifully sculpted and 

decorated rooms. 

Gothic Avenue– Discover Gothic avenue mostly, and other parts of the 

cave as well. 

Trog– A trek cave tour meant for kids. Visit rarely-visited passageways. 

Introduction To Caving– A trek cave tour meant for adults. Pass 

through small fits. 

Wild Cave– Strenuous cave tour meant for adults, 6 hours long. Eat 

lunch in the cave. 

Wild Cave Tour 

Introduction to Caving Tour 

Mammoth Cave Discovery 

Gothic Avenue Tour 

Great Onyx Tour 

Great Onyx Tour Entrance 
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Comics- Baldie™ Baldie Comics™  are 

provided and made 

by Anna. 

This Month’s Comics 
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Comics-Adventure Dad™ Adventure Dad 

Comics™  are 

provided and made 

by John, the editor. 
This Month’s Comics 



News 

• For further information, visit our website, http://www.nationalparksnewsletter.webs.com/  

or visit http://www.nps.gov 

• Any comments, *stories, comments, letters to the editor, questions or feedback can be 

sent to my e-mail or placed in the NQC (News, Comments, Questions) section of my 

website.  

• Please feel free to send in letters to the editor about Mammoth Cave for the next edi-

tion!!! 

• Thank you to all those who have contributed to this edition! 

*Your stories and letters are Guaranteed to be published in the next newsletter!!! 

All News can be viewed on our website. 

Good Websites  

• http://www.nationalparksnewsletter.webs.com/ 

• http://www.nps.gov 

• http://www.nps.gov/maca/ 

• For a short history of the park, visit this site: http://

www.nps.gov/maca/planyourvisit/loader.cfm?

csModule=security/getfile&PageID=107672  

All on our website + more! 
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