
The Pony Express was a 

short lived trail, but left a 

deep tread in the history 

of America. The Pony Ex-

press was a trail that 

stretched from Missouri to 

California. It was used only 

for less than two years. 

Today, you are able to 

walk almost on the original 

trail! Some of the rider 

stations and home stations 

have been turned into 

museums or you can see 

the ruins of them. Many of 

them have also been sold 

and are private, so don’t 

approach one unless you 

are positive that it is part of 

the National Historic Trail 

System! Also a lot of peo-

ple bird watch 

around the Pony 

Express Trail. It is 

an awesome place 

to see lots of them 

and other wildlife. 
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Inside this issue: 

Future Editions 

This year I have been very busy 

and have been lucky to get out 

these two so far! I will be trying 

to get a super edition put out 

after our vacation and another 

super edition for the fourth of 

July. I might even be able to do 

another one over the summer 

and a few more at the end of the 

year. If you have any suggestions 

on parks I could do (other than 

for the super editions; I already 

have ideas for them), you can 

email them to me or put them in 

the comments section on my site. 

Thanks! 



Did you know that 

“Pony” is another 

word for a very 

fast horse? 
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National Park 
Newsletter Letters To The Editor  -  

Comments And Stories 

Hi John, 
I love your newsletter!  The pictures are awesome and it makes 
me want to go there - right now!  Keep up the good work and I 
can't wait to see the next newsletter. 
Chris 

Hi John, 
I really enjoyed the newsletter about Mammoth Cave! It brought 
back memories. We were there when JJ and Kevin were very 
young-about 6 and 4 years old. I think we did the Mam-
moth Cave Discovery Tour. I remember being in the rotunda. We 
will have to make it a stop on our return to Kentucky someday in 
the future! I am not really a fan of caves though!!! But for the ex-
perience, I will put my claustrophobic fears aside. But I will never 
go spelunking!!! The Wild Cave Tour is not for me!!! 
Thanks for sharing!!! 
Mrs. W 



Did you know that 

it used to cost $2 

for just one ounce 

of mail to be 

delivered on the 

Pony Express?  
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Volume 1,Issue 8 Pony Express National Historic 

Trail Photo Gallery 

I will soon have all 

these pictures 

available at our 

website, under  

Pictures– Pony 

Express 



Before we had the mail system we have now, there were different ways to get mail 

across the United States. Up until about the time of the civil war, stagecoaches and 

wagons were used by means of mail delivery. These however, took more than 

three weeks to get a letter across the country. Around the time of the civil war, 

the demand for sending letters to friends and relatives in the western half of the 

United States. So William H. Russell, William B. Waddell, and Alexander Majors cre-

ated the Pony Express, a 1,966 mile trail that stretched from Sacramento, California, 

to St. Joseph, Missouri. The journey on this trail was much shorter; ten days from 

Missouri to California, and eleven and a half days from California to Missouri. Before 

the pony express opened, the owners had to buy about 500 horses. The color and 

the gender of the horses did not matter to them. The type of horse, 

though, did matter. The Pony Express used Thoroughbreds in the eastern 

half of the trail and Mustangs on the western half of the trail. Mustangs 

were more fit for running through the mountains in the west. The horses 

also had to be able to handle the hardships of the trail, such as the moun-

tains, blizzards, and other types of weather. The advertisement that was 

hung up around town and in the newspapers, advertising for the Pony Ex-

press and looking for riders is bellow. Being a rider on the Pony Express 

was a very tough and busy job. Their daily routine started out with waking 

up to a short meal. Then, they would get on their horse for the day. Each 

rider had been issued a few things before beginning work at the Pony Ex-

press. They each got two revolv-

ers, a knife, and a bible. Most of 

them left the bible and the re-

volver behind because they tried 

to keep their load as light as pos-

sible so the horses could run as 

fast as they could to get the mail 

there sooner. They also had to 

promise that that the weapons 

would only be used in self de-

fense. They had around 300 dif-

ferent stations along the Pony 

Express, placed about 25 miles 

apart. When a rider got to a 

station, they would leave the horse with the stationmaster, 

who would put the horse in a stable so they could get some 

rest before going off with the next rider. The stationmaster 

would prepare another horse while the rider was getting a 

quick drink of water. This would all happen in about two 

minutes. About every three stations was a home station. 

Did you know that 

the Pony Express 

was only in service 

for about 18 

months? 
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William H. Russell, 

Founder Pony Express 

William B. Waddell, 

Founder Pony Express 

A Mustang, like the ones 

used on the Pony Express 



Did you know that 

the men who 

owned the Pony 

Express actually 

lost millions of 

dollars on it? 
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 A home station was supplied with sleeping quarters, extra firearms, and much more than just a normal 

station. Here, the mail was handed off to a new rider, who rode with the mail about another 75 miles. 

Then the rider went to bed, often at odd times of the day because the Pony Express was a 24 hour ser-

vice. The riders of the Pony Express had to be skinny and lightweight. Usually the owners only accepted 

men that weighed around 125 pounds because they needed to keep to keep the load light. The horse 

could only carry about 165 pounds if you wanted it to go fast. Twenty five pounds was kept for the sad-

dle, so there was only 15 pounds for personal belongings and the mail itself. If the load was lighter, the 

horse was able to travel faster in order to get the mail to the next location. The ad had also stated that 

they needed to be willing to risk death daily. This was because of the many dangers on the trail. Since 

this was unsettled land, many natives became frightened when they saw the riders and tried to attack 

them. This was one of the few conditions that riders were allowed to use their weapons in. Another 

danger of the trail was the Rocky Mountains. They were very dangerous to ride through because of their 

steepness. Weather was an additional problem. They rode in any type of weather, rain or shine, or even 

snow. Only one rider in the history of the Pony Express had been killed on the trail. This was because of 

natives. On the upside, the riders were paid good for their hard work. They were often paid $25 each 

week, which was a good wage at the time. Orphans were preferred on the Pony Express because they 

would not have much time to spend doing other things. So they wouldn't be able to be with their family 

a lot. The price of a letter on the Pony Express started off as $10 an ounce. However, it eventually 

changed to $2 an ounce. Because it was this expensive, customers were promised the fastest delivery 

possible. Even though everyone loved the Pony Express, there did come a time when the owners had to 

say goodbye to it. The Pony Express was only operational for 18 months, but everyone fell in love with 

it and were sad to see it go. This short-lived mail system  closed because of a few reasons. First of all, 

just one day before the Pony Express closed in March 1861, the last telegraph cables across the United 

States were connected and the Transcontinental Telegraph system was opened. This allowed people to 

communicate instantly, so the Pony Express was not needed anymore. Pony Express riders did know 

about this, though. Many times in their last few 

months on the job, they rode right alongside men 

putting up poles and cable. Another reason why it 

closed was because the owners of the trail had a 

huge financial problem. It cost them almost $16 

for every letter sent, but they only earned about 

$3 for every letter. Throughout the life of the 

trail, they lost more than $200,000 on the 34,753 

pieces of mail they delivered. After the Pony Ex-

press closed, most of the stations were tore down 

but some of them were sold to new owners. The 

Pony Express is remembered in America because 

it is one of the most prominent symbols of west-

ward expansion in the United States. It also filled 

an urgent need of the time; getting mail to the 

west faster. It also, like many other trails to the 

west, helped with the idea of Manifest Destiny and 
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Comics- Baldie™ Baldie Comics™  are 

provided and made 

by Anna. 

This Month’s Comics 
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Comics-Adventure Dad™ Adventure Dad 

Comics™  are 

provided and made 

by John, the editor. 

This Month’s Comics 

Due to lack of time, Adventure Dad comics will not be printed in this edition. 

Sorry! Enjoy the rest of the paper! 



News 

• For further information, visit our website, http://www.nationalparksnewsletter.webs.com/  

or visit http://www.nps.gov 

• Any comments, *stories, comments, letters to the editor, questions or feedback can be 

sent to my e-mail or placed in the NQC (News, Comments, Questions) section of my 

website.  

• Please feel free to send in letters to the editor about The Pony Express for the next edi-

tion!!! 

• Thank you to all those who have contributed to this edition! 

*Your stories and letters are Guaranteed to be published in the next newsletter!!! 

All News can be viewed on our website. 

Good Websites  

• http://www.nationalparksnewsletter.webs.com/ 

• http://www.nps.gov 

• http://www.nps.gov/maca/ 

All on our website + more! 
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